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DICTA
much active participation by the elected representatives sitting in legis-
lative assembly in the determination of the policies and objectives and
laws under which the people are to live and which it is the function of
the Executive to carry out.
The powers the States don't give up, they still retain.
HOW TO PRESERVE THE GOOD IN THE BILL
The bill contains some good, and what it does contain ought to
be preserved. The bill itself, however, is not necessary to the preserva-
tion. In fact, it stands in the way because of its curtailment of the
functions of various agencies of the Government and because of its
encroachment upon the rights of the States.
The good contained in the bill consists of its idea of comprehensive
planning for the development and use of our natural resources. Stream
systems, for instance, ought to be developed in such wise as to make
sure that each State receives the use of an equitable part of the water as
against the claims of other States on the same interstate stream. When,
to accomplish this division and protection, interstate compacts are neces-
sary, the compacts should be negotiated under the auspices and recom-
mendation of the Federal Government and then submitted to the States
affected and to the Congress for ratification.
The general planning should be done by the Government in co-
operation with the States. For this purpose the Government has plenty
of existing agencies: The Reclamation Bureau, Corps of Army Engi-
neers, Soil Conservation Service, Forest Service, Federal Power Com-
mission, and the National Resources Committee. Federal regional in-
strumentalities such as are set up by the bill are unnecessary either to
plan or carry out plans. The existing Federal agencies can develop the
plans in cooperation with the States. The plans then can be presented
to the Congress, be discussed in the committees, receive the consideration
of the Senators and Representatives, the Governors, attorneys general,
and water officers of the affected States. There is no need of creating
the proposed regional instrumentalities, which would impair existing
Federal agencies, encroach upon the rights of the States and centralize
economic and political control in a succession of Presidents. The course
recommended would create no new bureaus or instrumentalities, would
cost less, and would be more in the public interest.
LEGAL STENOGRAPHERS
By LUCILE KAUFMAN, Director,
DENVER JUNIOR CONSULTATION CENTER.Q UITE a number of young women have come to the Den-
ver Junior Consultation Center who are interested in be-
coming legal stenographers. Occasionally the employment
and aptitude tests of the Center indicate that these young
DICTA
ladies have exceptional ability and if given the opportunity
for training would probably succeed in this line of work.
At the present time there is no central office where these
young women may register as beginning legal stenographers.
Experienced legal stenographers may, of course, register with
public or private employment agencies. The inexperienced
young woman who is interested in beginning stenography
in a doctor's office may register at the office of the Colorado
Medical Association. It would be advantageous to the law-
yers of Denver if, when they find it necessary to employ an
inexperienced stenographer, they could select their applicant
from a group who are definitely interested in this field and
who have sufficient skill and aptitude to develop satisfactorily.
The Denver Junior Consultation Center could maintain a
separate file from which legal stenographers could be selected
for interviews upon the request of the lawyer. This file
would contain test results, references, and other pertinent
information.
It might prove helpful if a committee of the Denver
Bar Association prepared a rating sheet indicating standards
which they would like to see established for legal stenog-
raphers. It would be helpful if they would analyze and
outline fundamental legal forms and procedures which every
legal stenographer must know. If such an analysis were
made it would serve as a basis for a vestibule training course
for legal stenographers. A class could be organized in a
Denver school and a competent teacher secured if ten or fifteen
members were assured. This class could be made available
to the beginners now employed in lawyers' offices and to a few
members on the waiting list. Several classes each year would
always assure a waiting list of applicants who are capable
and who have had some special training. This plan would
save the lawyers and the skilled secretaries the added burden
and loss of time necessitated when a new unskilled person
must be trained. It also provides a definite program for the
young women who wish to enter the legal stenographic pro-
fession.
112
